Situation Report RIMPAC 2000






Friday 9 June
Operation Strong Angel

UN emergency teams deployed to Nation Green at approximately same time as the MNF.
Upon arrival to the designated area for relief coordination, UN teams confronted by 25mph wind blowing enough volcanic dust through the area to require eye goggles and to cause serious concerns about setting up office space and equipment. There was no proper office or shelter space, power, water or food available. UN team was forced to find alternative shelter and work arrangements off site.

After discussion with counterparts it appears that we will be able to be operational in area by late tomorrow. 

Security

The UN teams requested a briefing from the military about the potential threat of unexploded ordinances and land mines in the area.

 Local Issues

Based on several meetings with local authorities and organizations it appears that the Mayor may be losing legitimacy.  There is also some concern over tension between local indigenous populations, University students and the arrival of the MNF’s and humanitarian agencies. However, upon arrival UN team and MNF representatives participated in a friendly welcoming ceremony hosted by local indigenous groups.  

Telecommunications and Information Technology 

WFP successfully installed the VHF repeater late today. The repeater provides voice communication to both the CMOC and refugee camp as well as an area with a radius of 20miles. The VHF handsets were distributed to all UN staff and to three military counterpoints.  All VHF radio users now have call signs and call sign lists were distributed and WFP is manning the radio room 24 hours a day. 

WFP will activate the computer network and email services by tomorrow afternoon.      

